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| This Diſcourſe was never intended 
to be publiſhed. But as it has excited 
I the Refentment of thoſe who find their 
favourite DoKtrines attacked in It, and 


opened their Mouths in ſcurrilous I n- 4 
vectives againſt the Author; He has 
thought proper to appeal to the Publick 
in his own Vindication by giving It ta 
the World in the very Terms wherein 


It was delivered to his Audience. 


Errata. Page 3d, For Plillipians read Philippians, and 
Page 14, for Ubi peccatum, read Ubi abyndavit Pec⸗ 
Calum, 
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Phillipians iv. Chap. and Part of the «th Perſe. 
Ter your Moderation be known unto. all Men! 
| T. Ambroſe tells us the Word Moderation, as it ſands 
in this Text, implies a rational Converſation ; and. 


the learned Expoſitors that it denotes Candour and Meek- 
nefs, Modeſty and Humanity; and I preſume: they would 


„A 8 BE. 20 REN 7 


7 


4 
* 


not have tranſgreſſed the Bounds of Propriety if they had 


given Charity a Place in their amiable Catalogue: For 


Moderation appears to have every Feature of this divine 
Virtue: The Mind that is poſſeſſed of it vaunteth not 
itſelf ; is not puffed up though conſcious of the moſt. 


ſhining Accompliſhments'; doth not behave itſelf un- 
ſeemly ; ſuffereth long, and is kind; is not ealily pro- 
voked; thinketh no Evil; and ſuch a Mind as this was 
in this Apoſtle, who endeavoured in his miniſterial Of- 
fice to render himſelf agreeable, and comply with the 
Conſtitution, if not criminal, of each Sect and Society of 
People; to remove and correct their Errors and Miſcon- 
duct by a gentle Proceſs rather than by Threats and 
Anathema's ; and he exhorts the Phillibians to - exhibit 


the ſame Meekneſs and Candour in their general De- 
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portment,- Let {your Modecaiion, an be, be known 
unto all Mex. 


? 


And it is much to be lamented this Exhortation has 
not in any Age of the Church been properly attended 
to, even by thoſe who have affected to be the moſt 
zealous in the Chriſtian Cauſes 


Infatuation 'and Phrenzy have ever been in Faſhion, 
and their baleful Influence at this Day unhappily pre- 


dominates; but whether Enthuſiaſm or Hypocriſy predo- 
minate under the Maſk of Religion lies not within our 
Province to determine, being unable to diſcover the Se. 


crets of the Heart; yet thus much we may venture to 
aſſert without going beyond the Preſcription of our A. 
poſtle.— That the Innovators of Religion in thele Days 
ſtrangely diſtort her Features, and blacken her Complexion ; 
and inſtead of cementing, diſunite the Bond of Chriſtian 
Concord ;—inſtead of improving the Mind with uſeful. 


Knowledge perplex and bewilder it ;— inſtead of repre- 


ſenting Chriſtianity in her genuine and merciful Colours 
paint her in thoſe of the moſt cruel and implacable Tyrant; — 


and in ſhort, inſtead of letting their Moderation, Meekneſs 


and Modeſty, caufe their Superciliouſneſs, Pride, and Self- 


fufficiency to be known unto all Men, 


We 
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we muſt confeſs theſe latter are diſtingrihing Charac: 
teriſtic” s, though we cannot allow them to be Chciſtian 
Graces, but on the contrary miſchievous Directors, for 
theſe, it we may credit eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory have been 
either the principal Actors in various Diſguiſes or the 
ſpiritual Inſtigators of that Hereſy and Schiſm, Cruelty 


and Aſſaſſination which have caſt the darkeſt Stain upon 


the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 


Theſe like an Innundation have unfeelingly deprived 


the Land of its Inhabitants ; and theſe will ever tranſ- 
port the Minds of thoſe who 'are devoted to them, far 
beyond the ſober Bounds of Moderation, and give them 
ſuch elevated Notions of theic tranſcendent Abilities that 
they will diſdain the common Road. — They cannot be 


eminently diſtinguiſhed in a Croud, — No, it is a daring 
Singularity muſt gain them a peculiar Attention, as well 


28 n them the flattering Incenſe of popular "IO 


For this they reſolutely determine that Religion ſhall no 


more appear in her old faſhioned Garb, the Garb her 
glorious Founder dreſſed her in — the Garb of Benevo- 


lence, Humility, and Charity, and ſo dreſs her in a Mo- 
dern Stile quite to the Taſte of their deluded Admirers ; 


ia ſpite of her Meekneſs ſhe muſt appear unmer- 


ciful, 
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eiful, implacable, deviliſh.——But i is She more amiable, — 

more captivating in the Dreſs of an infernal Fury, than 
in the Robes of Love and Charity, Mercy and Pity 32 
Hear them — She is more alarming, and it is the Alarm 
that gains them their dear Popularity, if not ſomething 


more ſubſtantial. 


The propitious Smiles, the extatic Breathings, Lord it 
Heaven to hear them !, of their infatuated Auditors capti- 
vate ſo violently, that they break down every Fence of 
Candour and Moderation to acquire them, and make no | 
| Scruple of turning the moſt obvious Paſſage with fuch © b 
| Dexterity, or rather diſtort it with ſuch Violence, that it 2 
| appears the moſt intricate of any in Scripture, and what is 
wonderful have the Modeſty to declare they are going to 
elucidate a Point of Doctrine and immediately begin ta 


diſcolour and perplex it. 
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Now it is poſſible this may be the great Myſtery, per- 9 
haps the more a Diſcourſe is tinged with the Ruſt of Ob- Þ 
ſcutity, the more worthy it is of Adiniration ; and to hold b 
forth with a whining Tone, and an oſtentatious F. ervency, 3 
may be the grand Requiſites that apcomplith and deify our 2 
modern Declaimers. 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, poor Reaſon can gain no Proſelyte in theſe 
pin Days; — not a Soul will light a Taper in Search 
of Her, —She conveys to her Hearers no Fire. no 
Raptures comparable to . wild W arblings of enthuſiaſtic 


F 1 enZy. 


Nor does Morality enjoy a better Fate; the ſelf-confis 
dent Men of this Generation, out of a moſt ſingular Regard 
£0 Piety, have entirely kicked her out of the Scale of Re- 
ligion, and ſubſtituted this Deity of frantic Extraction, and 
doubtleſs of a much better Family, —Infpired by the im- 
petuous Force of whoſe Influence, they bear down all bo- 
fore them; verily the. © SuBjecT MATTER” of their 


Declamation beats down the moſt refined Piece of Ora- 


tory——the fineſt Compoſition human, if not divine, that 
ever made its Appearance in the World, and has a won« 
-derful Tendency to convince the moſt obdurate Heart, that 
this ſaid Morality has nothing to do in the Affairs of Re- 
ligion, nor is any Way conducive to Man's future Felicity; 
and that planting the Seeds of a good Life is loſt Labour 3 


yea verily the Huſbandman who thus employs himſelf la- 


boureth in vain: — even to be enrobed with Meekneſs, 


Humility and Charity, is meer Stuff nothing better than fil- 


thy Rags, which can in no wiſe recommend us to the 
huge Feaſt ; and it has been hinted there are ſome in. 
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lpired Knights of this poſitive Order, who inſiſt that Habits 
of a quite contrary Nature would be of greater Service to 
us; and the idle and unprofitable Servant has a greater 
Right to expect Wages than the moſt induſtrious, 


ce 


How grateful l how confolatory 5 Sound | muſt this 


Doctrine, my Brethren, convey to the Ears of thoſe, whoſe 


Hearts have ever been ſteeled againſt the Lamentation of 
the Widow, and the melting Cries of the tender and help- 


leſs Orphan; and whoſe Study even to the Time of De- 
crepitude has been entirely employed in cozening and op- 


prefling their fellow Creatures to augment their — 
Heap ! 


| But to return; to ſuch a Height of Extravagance do 


they ſoar that like the Demoniac in the Goſpel, they break 
the Chains of every evangelic, every godlike Virtue, to ſup- 


Port the unaccountable Fabrick of their datling Hypothe- 


fis; and what appears not a little inhuman in them, con- 


ſign whole Legions of Mortals, who are unhappily with- 


out the Pale of Enthuſiaſm, to the deepeſt Pit of infernal 
Torment, with as much ſeeming Complacency as a cha- 
_ ritable Man adminiſters Food to the hungry, or . to 


the naked. 


1 93 * 


Vet ſurely they can have no Pleaſure in; — they c Cane 
not wiſh the extreameſt Wretchedneſs to a Fellow Crea- 


ture | — Can their Pity be inferior, or their Cruelty ſupe- 


rior to the damned, who, as we read, defired a Miracle to 
be wrought before the Eyes of his Brethren to reſcue them 
from the like Calamity ! 


* 


To deal out Damnation in the Houſe of God — the 
Seat of his Mercy with ſo immoderate.— ſo unrelenting a 
Hand, cannot ſurely refle&t any great Honour upon his di- 
vine Religion? — And who can enter into theſe Courts 
with Joy and Gladneſs, where a Pandora's Box is ſo un- 
mercifully opened, and ſuch peſtilential Vapours iſſue forth 


as ate ſufficient to excite Diſguſt, and inſpire Horror ? 


Ia this ſerious Mood, it may not be amiſs to aſk, how 
we muſt obtain divine Favour ? The great Apoſtle of the 


| Gentiles tells us that Charity will hide a Multitude of Sins,” 


and her Influence more ſtrongly recommend us to It than 


either Faith or Hope; but the infallible Zealots of this 


Century peremptorily deny it, and you will certainly much 


ſooner give Credit to the IrsE DixiTs of living and alert 


Witneſſes, than to the ſacred Writings of an entombed A- 


poſtle ] but if you will not, mark the Conſequence ; — 
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They will immediately conſign you to the comfortlels Az 
bode before mentioned, 


' You ſay you will beg of them with Caution to confider | 


the Moderation the Candour the Pity — the Mercy 


and Forgiveneſs of Jeſus towards the Woman brought into 


the Temple, but you will prevail nothing, ——they will not 


reverſe your Sentence. being reſolutely determined to be 


guided by no ſuch benevolent a Pattern; believe me, they 
diſdain to wield any Weapon but b of eternal Fire, and 


eternal Horror. 


What poor wretched Creatures, my Brethren ſhould we 
be, were theſe anticipating Heralds of Torment entruſted 


with the high Office of announcing abſolutely our final 


Doom !-—.I ſay what a melancholy Verdict might we M- 


SERABLES expect from them? 
Hell itfelf would groan with the infernal Decifion } 


Happy, thrice happy is it for us, that we are in the 
Hands of a more kind and compaſſionate Maſter, a 


Judge who knows all the Infirmities of our Nature, and 
will abundantly pardon. | | 
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© Who in the midſt of Judgement will remember Mercy: 


Who will not only forgive our ſeven 5 but our 
ſeventy Times ſeven; 


And laſtly, who promiſes to place the Benevolence we 
ſhew to a fellow Creature to his own Account, 


Shall we then diſpond and be diſheartened Shall we 
not rather rely upon theſe and ſuch like plain and poſitive 
Promiſes of the Author of our Faith than upon ſome Texts 
of Scripture which are both diſputable and myſterious, or 
upon the wanton Sallies of a heated Imagination ? — Tes, 
ſurely ; and if ſo. can we ſuppoſe the God of Mercy 
to be the black Tyrant he is painted by the cruel Pencel of 
Enthuſiaſm ?-—Or that he has created his rational Subjects 


for Miſery —eternal Miſery ? 


Shall the poor the diſtreſſed—— or the afflifted Laza- 
rus in this World, who has retained his Integrity amidſt all 
the Variety of Wretchedneſs, find no Reſt in the Arms 
of Death, muſt his Miſery ſtill be protracted —and that to 


/ 


And ſhall the bountiful. the compaſſionate — the good 


| Eamuritan, who has been Eyes to the blind, — Feet to the 


B lame⸗ 
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kme. —a Father to the fatherleſs, and à Friend to we 


Widow, hear at the Tribunal of God thoſe Heart-pierce 


ing Words, Go ye curſed into ever laſting Fir e meetly 


becauſe he could not give Credit to a Doctrine his Rea - 
fon difallowed—— The Doctrine of Salvation by Faith with- 
out Works. Nor boaſt of any ſupernatural Influences 
of ſnſpiration Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of the World has 


given us better Hopes. 


4 


Now to examine the Foundation of this Doctrine, though 
not foreign to our preſent Subject, would be entering into 
the Spirit of Controverſy with which you have of late been 
ſo amply indulged, and which I confeſs ſhould ſeldom be 
introduced into a Place of religious Worthip ; for Religion 
breaths nothing elſe than Peace, Unity and Concord ;. and 
moreover by attending to this we may neglect our principal 
Concern, Namely, preaching the Goſpel to the Poor. 


Yet as I intend to be very brief in this Examination, and it 


I am ſo plain and intelligible that the moſt flender Capa- 
eity cannot fail to underſtand me; humbly hope for 
once you will pardon and indulge me with a. candid 


hearing. 


| To proceed then. The Doctrine of Salvation abſolates 
id without Works is a Doctrine of ſo abſurd a Nature, thas 
EReaſog 
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Neaſon never can ſubſcribe to it, and Reaſon is the Foun- 


dation of Religion, yet why Why! becauſe ſhe is con- 


vinced, * that Chriſt Jeſus has no otherwiſe ſaved us, than 
* that he has put it in our Power to ſave ourſelves.” _— 
And though his unſpeakable Generofity and Compaſſion 
has influenced him to cancel the large Debt of our Offen- 
ces, and to juſtify, or reinſtate us in the Favour of God ;— 
Duty till is ours, — or why are we enjoined to work out 
our Salvation with F car and Trembling E 


— Ya on will not deny) this Doctrine, prepoſterous as it 


is, was entertained by the Proſelytes of Chriſtianity in the 


Apoſtolic Age; — And this was the Occaſion of it. 


The Jews reſiding amongſt, and conſequently much con- 
yerſant with, the Romans, endeavoured to perſuade them 
though they had embraced the Tenets of Chriſtianity, that 
it was ſtill incumbent upon them to perform the Ordinan- 


ces of the Law of Moſes :—— To convince them of this | 


Miſtake, and others of as groſs a Nature, St. Paul writes a 


moſt eloquent Epiſtle to them, wherein he tells Them that 


by the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified ; and 
elſewhere we are juſtified by Faith without the Works of 
the Law, —intimating that there was no Religion, nor any 


Name given amongſt Men whereby they might be ſaved, 


but 
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but the Name of Jeſus ; but they either would not or could 
not ſee it in this Light“, and as we may reaſonably ſup. 
pole drew this falſe and pernicious Concluſion ;-— That 
they might be deſtitute of every Virtue, and indulge them- 
ſelves in every Vice, ſo they had but Faith in Jeſus, and 
Nill be entitled to his Favour, 


Fo correct and put a Stop to this dangerous Error, ſo 
unreaſonable in itſelf, and ſo oppolite to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel ; St. James publiſhes his Epiſtle wherein he mani- 
feſtly ſhews the Abſurdity of It. This is his Queſtion— 
Can Faith fave us ?— This is his Anſwer Faith with 
out Works is dead being alone; — meaning it will ſtand 
us in no ſtead. Will be found inſufficient to procure 
us Salvation. — Or, as our Saviour ſays, not every one 
that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kings 
dom of Heaven but he that doeth the Will of my Father 
which is in Heaven, 


This, I am fully perſuaded, is a true Detail of the th 
ter, yet ſhall I preſume to damn thoſe of a different Per- 
| fuaſion 


y 


| 


. 


6 Ne, 2d Ep. Pet, 3d Ch. 16 Ver. Mt Ut cum dixit, 
„ Ubi peccatum, ſuper abundavit Gratia,”” ipſi in pravum Senſum Cetore 
quentes, aiebant Paulum velle ut plura peccarent, quo eis plura- condone 
rentur. Et ubi de Juftificatione ex Fide loquitur, ** Nonnulli“ (ut ait 
Auguffinus) accepere Oeccaſionem ut, tanquam ſecuti de Salute que. in 
Fice eſt, _ vivere non Curarents. | 


E 


ſuaſion 2 no, by no means —Chriſtian Charity obliget 
me to beg of God to open the Eyes of their Underſtand- 
ing, and to bleſs them. | 


hut I am aware it will now be alledged the Faith St, 
Jumes ſpeaks of is altogether a dead one, a meer Opinion, 
or barren Belief, ſuch as the Devils are poſſeſſed of. 


Be it ſo.— Then can Charity, for ſhe thinketh no Evil, 


can Charity entertain a Thought ſo degrading to you my 
dear Hearers at this diſtant Date of your Redemption, that 
you. are not poſſeſſed of this Faith in a Degree ſuperior to 
theſe infernal Spirits E 


May I not ?—I think I may, venture to aſſert you have 
had the Fruits of the - Goſpel painted to you in the moſt 


judicious, amiable and ſtriking Colours, and its Precepts ins 


culcated in the moſt inſtructive, intelligible, and perſuaſive 


Manner for ſome Years paſt, and can you ſtill be ignorant 


of the Principles of your Religion——Are you at this Day 
to be inſulted. to be treated like Heathens and Infidels ? 


Were Chriſtianity in its infant State, and this Aſſembly 
Compoſed of Jews and judaizing Chriſtians, both Reaſon 


and the Nature of the Thing itſelf would direct its Propo- 


Zators to lay great Streſs upon Faith in Oppoſition to Mogic- 
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Frſtitutions, becauſe at the Commencement of the new Co: 
venant of Grace, the old one of Works was to be done a- 
way._—Now this was the Buſineſs of the Apoſtles, and 
which St. Paul has executed ſo well, that it would really 
bear ſome {mall Diſpute whether the moſt poſitive and i in⸗ 


ſpired Religioniſt of this Age could execute it better. 


But then again here is another A corner Stone —lI 
ſay here is another darling Pillar of this myſtic Doctrine, 
with which ſome are ſo tranſported, and attached to, that 
ſooner than this, they would give up St. Fames's Epiſtle, if 
not the Doctrine of the four Evangeliſts : —1 mean the 
eleventh Article of our Church, 


Now can we ſufficiently admire their Zeal for its Wel- 


fare, who dexterouſly prevert the meaning of this Article 
to keep up the Spirit of Infatuation which was principally 


deſigned by our Reformers, though perhaps unhappily 


worded, to oppoſe the preſumptive Arrogance of popiſh 
Supererogation, and to ſet Faith in a ſuperior Light to Its 


good Works, ——namely Acts of Sorrow——The uſe of Sa- 
crtaments and the like, which It inſiſted to be ſo meritorie 


ous as to avail to Juſtification ? 


Let us now take a ſecond View of the Dotine of out 
ws | | * 


Cd 


Tm 3 


Apaſtles.———St, Paul tells us we are juſtified by Faith withs 


out Works, now admit you will not allow this Term Faith 


to be put here in Oppoſition to legal Obſervances, 1 know 
you will not aver it to be a Faith deſtitute of Chriſtian Ac» 
compliſhments becauſe then it will become as barren and 
dead as that of St. James's, and by that Means you make 
the Apoſtles flatly contradict each other, the one aſſerting 
you are juſtiſied by Faith without Works; the other that 
Faith without Works is dead; Now to reconcile this 
ſeeming Difference of the Apoſtles, as it ſtands in this 
Light, the Learned tell us, and I ſuppoſe you acquieſce with 
them, that St. Paul's juſtifying Faith is put for the Complex 
of all Chriſtianity, or that lively Faith which ſtands con- 
nected with Candour, Meekneſs, Humility, Benevolence, 
Charity and every Grace which adorns and ſpiritualizes hu- 
man Nature, and renders it meet to be admitted into the 

eternal Kingdom of God: Which if you do, and aſſert 
St. Fames's or that Faith which is ſeperate from, and un- 


connected with thoſe excellent Qualities to be a dead one 


——— This Deduction muſt neceſlarily ariſe, vis. — As our 


Faith is barren, dead, and vain without thoſe divine A 


compliſhments, So is our Preaching, when it does not 
recommend them, barren, dead and vain alſo. | 


Further let me appeal to your own Speculation and Exe 
_ PErience;, 
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perience, if That Man does not appear in the Eyes of his 
fellow Creatures, and I fully believe in the Eyes of God 
too, more reſpeCtable, more admirable who ſhews his Faith 
by his Works; than He who makes large Profeſſions of 


Paith, long Prayers, and a long Countenance, or ſhews his 
F aith without Works, | 


- Laſtly, inſtructive and edifying are the Precepts of Moz 
rality, which the meer Light of Nature has produced, till 
more inſtructive and edifying are thoſe we read in the 
Books of the Jews, yet as inferior are they both to the 
tranſcendent Precepts of Jeſus, as the Light of a diminu- 
tive and twinkling Taper to the brighteſt ſhining of the 
Sun in its meridian Glory. — Say then, — Why ſhould 
Chriſt have ſo amply enlarged their Plan of Duties, if the 
Obſervance of them was not intended to dignify human 
Creation, and qualify them for Glory? — In doing this was 
Chriſt engaged in idle Declamation ? To inſiſt we are 
faved by Faith abſolutely without Works is at the leaſt in- 
directly to declare He was: — And is not this even in the 


loweſt Senſe of it, the Height of 2 and Preſump- 
tion? 


Secondly, we enquire how Inſpiration ſhewed itſelf in 
former Days, and kow it ſhews itſelf now ? 


At 


2 2 ES 
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At the firſt Planting of Chriſtianity, the- Prejudice of 
the Jews, and the Pride and Polity of the Heathens, 


were ſuch Obſtacles as required Efforts more than natu- 
ral to conquer; and what was equally difficult, Its Doc- 
trine was to be preached to all. the World. Its Pro- 
pagators therefore had extraordinary Influences conveyed 
to them, to enable them to engage in this important Buſt- 
neſs: And on this diſtinguiſhed Day unlettered Men, by 
the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpoke a Variety of Lan» 
guages before Foreigners of different Nations to their great 
Surprize and Aſtoniſhment.— We conclude then, It ſhew- 
ed itſelf in ſo miraculous a Manner as afforded an incon» 


teſtible Proof to Senſe, and Reaſon, that the Commiſſion by 


| theſe unlettered Men was really divine. 
To conclude the 1 how does it ſhew itſelf Nowy? 


If it makes Men poor in Spirit Meek hunger and 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs... Merciful.— pure in Heart 
Peace Makers. — love their Enemies and pray for their 
Perſecutors— Tis an Inſpiration devoutly to be wiſhed_ 


May the God. of infinite Goodneſs. pour It into the Hearts 
of us all. 


But if It act differently upon the Minds. of Men,. 
” = | Fa” * 3s 72 
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if it ie them esche peseet ahn beifbest 


overbearing—elate with ſpiritual” Pride ay I thank 


Thee O God that J am not as other Men are—— look with 
Contempt upon a poor Publican——a fellow- Creature 
and ſay in their Hearts ſtand by thyſelf, come not near ne TY 
for Ia am x holier than thou, 


* far eee wil nov deſte i. 


pans Fat will » we * be clachod with 8 Ea Jo 
abled/to do the Duties of our reſpective Callings, in ſack: a 
Manner as that we may catry a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence to the great Tribunal, which if we do, we may with- 


out awful Apprehenſiaas. commit aurſelves, and the IAues of 


our n to the Regards of * 88 
Now to, & c. 


O Almighty God, who haſt inſtructed thy holy Church 
with the heavenly Doctrine of thy Evangeliſts; give us 
Grace that being not like Children carried away with every 
Blaſt of vain Doctrine, we may be eftabliſhed in the 
Truth of thy holy Goſpel through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. + TW an 


he mnmPpaornmss.. 2 DAR. 7 


- 
. err n 


. eg ee TS ry Ry WO Or ITT * 


44444 „%öö. - * *; rg open 5 — ye — — — —— — — — — Loc 0 eee eee ” ** 


ä — — 


